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Cycles is a monthly publication of The School of Ageless 
Wisdom. The members of the School are experimenting with 
rejoining astrology and astronomy. The experiment is called  
Astrochemistry and involves using astronomical calculation to 
determine cyclic energy patterns and the works of Alice A. Bailey 
and the Agni Yoga series as aids in determining the meaning 
and signiýcance of these cycles. This information is intended 
to be useful in daily life.

A service project of 
The School of Ageless Wisdom

Aries is one of the constellations of the 
Cardinal Cross of the heavens. This 
is the cross of God, the Father, and, 
therefore, of the incarnating monad. It 
is the expression of will or power as it 
expresses itself through the great cre-
ative process. When the initiate (as we 
shall later see) transfers himself on to 
the Cardinal Cross from which he de-
scended when coming into incarnation 
and mounted in its place the Common 
or Mutable Cross, he no longer identi-
ýes himself with form or even with soul, 
but with the will of divinity and with the 
eternal plan and purpose. It becomes his 
plan and purpose. He knows no other 
in a sense which is unknown even to 
an initiate of the third degree. He then 
enters into the council chamber of God; 
he becomes a part of the conclave at 
Shamballa; he functions no longer sim-
ply as a member of the Hierarchy upon 
the mental plane. He can now function 
through all the three world centres–Hu-

manity, the Hierarchy and Shamballa.

Aries initiates the cycle of manifestation. 
All souls, as individual entities, come into 
human incarnation for the ýrst time in 
the sign of Cancer, emerging as mental 
entities in the sign Aries, as emotional-
desire entities in the sign Taurus and as 
vital entities in the sign Gemini, taking 
then physical form in Cancer. This is 
an involutionary, subjective cycle. Thus 
they emerge into the ocean of physical 
plane existence, into the world of mat-
ter. Yet the ýrst impulse is awakened 
in Aries, for Aries is the place where 
the initial idea to institute activity takes 
form. It is the birthplace of ideas, and a 
true idea is in reality a spiritual impulse 
taking form–subjective and objective. 
There originates the response of the 
soul to the highest aspect or quality of 
deity because there appears the “will to 
incarnate.ò The ýrst ray aspect of the 
Monad, responding to the ýrst aspect 

Disciple/Initiate:  Aries – Recognition and work with the Plan. Will.

WESAK FESTIVAL

Full Sun Meditation
At the time of the full moon, 
the moon is  completely out of 
the way of the Sun’s radiation 
to the Earth. This is the time 
of highest spiritual potential 
and the time that the school 
holds a public meditation. All 
are welcome to this planetary 
service. 

CANDLELIGHTING
Fri 8 May 2009

7:30 PM
(map on last page)
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Festival in 
Aries

Key Word for the Disciple: 
“I come forth and from the plane of mind, I rule.”

Soul-Light of Aries:
The Light of Life Itself. 
This is the dim point of light found at the centre of the cycle of 
manifestaion, faint and þickering.  It is the ñsearchlight of the 
Logos, seeking that which can be used” for divine expression.
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of deity, evokes response from the ýrst 
ray aspect of the soul and the ýrst step 
towards incarnation is taken on that 
plane in the system which is the mental 
plane. Aries “awakens the will to reach 
the lowest and there control, to know 
the uttermost and thus to face all experi-
ence”–thus runs an ancient statement.

The keynotes of the sign Aries are four 
in number, all conveying the same idea. 
They can be expressed in the following 
four injunctions which are given, sym-
bolically, to the incarnating soul:

1. Express the will to be and do.
2. Unfold the power to manifest.
3. Enter into battle for the Lord.
4. Arrive at unity through effort.

Creation–Being–Activity–Strife–Synthe-
sis, these are the nature of the Lord of 
the ýrst constellation and enable Him to 
inþuence our planet to these results.

And thus the great cycle of struggle to-
wards expression starts and the founda-
tional words of The Secret Doctrine, with 
which you are all so familiar, expresses 
the goal and the purpose of the ýrst sign 
of the Cardinal Cross:

“Matter is the vehicle for the mani-
festation of soul on this plane of 

existence, and soul is the vehicle on 
a higher plane for the manifestation 
of spirit, and these three are a trinity 
synthesised by life which pervades 
them all.”–S.D. I. 80.

What appears in Aries as spiritual en-
ergy enters into the soul stage in Can-
cer, in which sign the soul incarnates 
for the ýrst time in form, reaches a point 
of equilibrium in Libra, in which sign 
soul and personality achieve a balance 
of cooperation and, in Capricorn, the 
will nature arrives at fulýlment and a 
visioned goal is reached. In Capricorn, 
the man reaches either the height of 
personal ambition or he becomes the 
initiate, attaining his spiritual objective. 
The difference between these two goals 
depends upon the mode of progression 
around the wheel of life. It should be 
remembered–generalising again and 
speaking symbolically–that the Crosses 
also turn, being the spokes of the great 
wheel. The undeveloped man goes from 
Aries to Capricorn and to Libra and Can-
cer, whilst the developed man reverses 
the process. We could, for the sake of 
clarity, consider the great experience 
of life as taking place upon the three 
wheels within the wheel of Life, viewing 
it from three angles:

1. The Wheel of Incarnation.
2. The cycle of ordinary evolution.
3. The period of captivity, where-

in the man is bound upon the 
wheel.

4. The fourfold inþuence of the Com-
mon Cross.

5. Life in the three worlds.
6. The development of personality.

1. The Wheel adjusted or re-
versed.

2. The cycle of discipleship.
3. The period of emergence, where-

in the man alters the revolution of  
the wheel.

4. The fourfold inþuence of the Fixed 
Cross.

5. Life in the ýve worlds of superhu-
man evolution.

6. The unfoldment of soul through 
the personality.

1. The wheel controlled or domi-
nated.

2. The cycle of initiation.
3. The period of liberation from the 

work of the Great Wheel.
4. The fourfold inþuence of the Car-

dinal Cross.
5. Life in the seven worlds of our 

seven planes.
6. Fusion of spirit, soul and per-

sonality.
Esoteric Astrology pp 91-94
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NASA’s Chandra photo of Giant Cosmic Hand

The pulsar is a rapidly spinning neutron star which is spew-
ing energy out into the space around it to create complex 
and intriguing structures, including one that resembles a 
large cosmic hand. Astronomers think that B1509 is about 
1700 years old as measured in Earth’s time-frame (refer-
ring to when events are observable at Earth) and is located 
about 17,000 light years away.

Neutron stars are created when massive stars run out of 
fuel and collapse. B1509 is spinning completely around al-
most 7 times every second and is releasing energy into its 
environment at a prodigious rate - presumably because it 
has an intense magnetic ýeld at its surface, estimated to be 
15 trillion times stronger than the Earthôs magnetic ýeld.

The combination of rapid rotation and ultra-strong magnet-
ic ýeld makes B1509 one of the most powerful electromag-
netic generators in the Galaxy. This generator drives an 
energetic wind of electrons and ions away from the neutron 
star. As the electrons move through the magnetized nebu-
la, they radiate away their energy and create the elaborate 
nebula seen by Chandra.
Credit  	 NASA/CXC/SAO/P.Slane, et al.




