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Cycles is a monthly publication of The School of Ageless 
Wisdom. The members of the School are experimenting with 
rejoining astrology and astronomy. The experiment is called  
Astrochemistry and involves using astronomical calculation to 
determine cyclic energy patterns and the works of Alice A. Bailey 
and the Agni Yoga series as aids in determining the meaning 
and signiýcance of these cycles. This information is intended 
to be useful in daily life.

A service project of 
The School of Ageless Wisdom

This sign is not an easy one for the av-
erage student to understand for it is the 
polar opposite–psychologically speak-
ing–of the state of group consciousness 
towards which humanity is, at this time, 
tending. It is difýcult for the casual stu-
dent to distinguish accurately between 
mass consciousness and group con-
sciousness. Human beings stand today 
at a midway point, generally speaking, 
between these two states of mind, 
though perhaps it might be more cor-
rect to say that a fairly large minority are 
becoming group conscious, whilst the 
majority are emerging out of the mass 
conscious stage and becoming self-
conscious individuals. This accounts 
for much of the present world difýculty 
and for the clash of idealisms. The two 
groups bring a different approach to the 
world problems as we now ýnd them. We 
have, therefore, three signs which (from 

the angle of consciousness) are closely 
connected yet are widely separate and 
different in effect.

1. Cancer–mass consciousness–instinc-
tual awareness.
2. Leo–self consciousness–intelligent 
awareness.
3. Aquarius–group consciousness–intu-
itional awareness.

With much of this we have already dealt 
and there is no need for repetition as we 
study the polar opposites of the signs 
already considered. I do not intend to 
refer unduly and in detail to points with 
which you are already familiar, save to 
bring to your attention the beautiful and 
synthetic unfolding of the divine Plan.

This sign is, as you already know, one 
of the two gates of the zodiac because 

Full Sun Meditation

At the time of the full 
moon, the moon is  com-
pletely out of the way 
of the Sun’s radiation 
to the Earth. This is the 
time of highest spiritual 
potential and the time 
that the school holds 
a public meditation. 
All are welcome to this 
planetary service. 

Thu 17 July 2008, 
7 am - 7:30 PM
(map on last page)

Key Word for the Disciple: 
“I build a lighted house and therein dwell.” 

Soul-Light of Cancer :
The Light within the form. 
This is the diffused light of substance itself, the “dark light” of 
matter, referred to in The Secret Doctrine.  It is the light await-
ing the stimulation coming from the soul light.

Disciple/Initiate:  Cancer – The Whole is seen as one. 
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through it souls pass into outer manifes-
tation and to the appropriation of form, 
and subsequent identiýcation with it for 
many long cycles. It is “the gate which 
stands wide open, broad and easy to 
pass through and yet it leads unto the 
place of death and to that long imprison-
ment which precedes the ýnal revolt.ò It 
is allied with material nature, and with 
the mother of forms, just as the other 
gate, Capricorn, is allied with spirit, the 
father of all that IS.

In this sign lies hid the whole problem 
of the Law of Rebirth. Reincarnation is 
implicit in the manifested universe and is 
a basic and fundamental theme underly-
ing systemic pulsation. There are certain 
things which I would like to make clear 
in connection with reincarnation.

This sign, Cancer, being concerned 
primarily with the world of causes, 
has about its inner meaning much in-
deýniteness and an apparently vague 
subtlety which proves most elusive to 
the ordinary thinker. This also is true 
of all the signs which go to the forming 
of the Cardinal Cross of the Heavens. 
In the last analysis, it is only the initi-
ated disciple who can fathom the true 
meaning of these zodiacal inþuences as 
they pulsate throughout the manifested 

universe, because they are primar-
ily the expression of spirit or life more 
than of soul or body. Therefore, until 
after the third initiation–as you have oft 
been told–there is little to be known or 
said about that “mysterious essence 
which is divinity in motion.” When you, 
for instance, read that the keynotes of 
this sign can be expressed in the Bibli-
cal phrase “the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters” does it, 
in reality, mean anything specific to 
you? You might reply by saying that it 
means, God moved in substance and 
produced by moving the outer tangible 
forms. But does that truly convey to 
you an intelligible truth? In Cancer, God 
breathed into man’s nostrils the breath 
of life and man became a living soul. In 
these words, you have established the 
relation which exists in the mind of God 
between spirit (the breath of life) the soul 
(consciousness) and man (the form). 
However, does that statement convey an 
intelligible concept to your mind? I think 
not, because the synthesis of the ýnal 
relation is beyond the average grasp 
and its `linking’ or essential unity (lying 
as it does outside of consciousness and 
known reality) takes place ýrst of all in 
this sign–one of the most ancient of the 
signs and one of the ýrst to be recog-
nised and established as an inþuencing 
factor by ancient humanity.

I state a basic truth–vaguely acknowl-
edged by you–that in Aries the essential 
substance of manifestation awoke to 
renewed activity under the impact of 
divine desire, impelled by the divine 
Breath, by divine Life or Spirit. In Cancer 
this living substance assumed a triple 
differentiated relationship to which we 
give the names of Life (Aries) of Con-
sciousness (Taurus, the next sign to 
Aries) and manifested duality (Gemini, 
the sign preceding Cancer) and these 
three, blended together, came into outer 
manifestation in Cancer, thus complet-
ing an esoteric quaternary of great 
importance. Here the ýrst major fusion, 
inchoate and unrealised, took place. In 
Libra, these reach a point of balance and 
of a somewhat static equilibrium (later 
to be disturbed in Scorpio), so that this 
essential triplicity appears clearly in rela-
tion to each other. In Capricorn, the sign 
of initiation, this basic triplicity begins to 
return to the earlier state of the “breath 
of spirit” but, this time, with full aware-
ness and properly fulýlled organisation, 
so that form is a perfect expression of 
the soul and the soul is sensitive and 
responsive to the pulsations of the One 
Life, as that Life reveals, through its ac-
tivity, the perfect will of the Logos.
 (Esoteric Astrology pp 311-314)

I Zwicky 18 is classiýed as a dwarf irregular galaxy and is much smaller than our Milky Way Galaxy. The concentrated bluish-white 
knots embedded in the heart of the galaxy are two major starburst regions where stars are forming at a furious rate. The wispy blue 
ýlaments surrounding the central starburst regions are bubbles of gas that have been blown away by stellar winds and supernovae 
explosions from a previous generation of hot, young stars. This gas is now heated by intense ultraviolet radiation unleashed by a
new generation of hot, young stars.




