Cycles:is a monthly publication of The School of Ageless
Wisdom. Thermembers of the School are experimenting with
rejoining astrology and astronomy. The experiment is called
Astrochemistry and involves using astronomical calculation to
determine cyclic energy patterns and the works of Alice A. Bailey
and the Agni Yoga series as aids in determining the meaning
and signiycance of these cycles. This information is intended
to be useful in daily life.

Disciple/Initiate: Pisces — Spiritual Responsibility. The Saviour.

In the yrst cycle of experience upon the
wheel, the soul itself is in captivity to
substance; it has come down into the
prison house of matter and linked itself
to form. Hence the symbol of Pisces,
of the two yshes linked together by a
band. One ysh stands for the soul and
the other for the personality or form na-
ture, and between them is to be found
the “thread or sutratma,” the silver cord
which keeps them bound to each other
throughout the cycle of manifested life.
Later on, upon the reversed wheel, the
personality is brought into captivity by
the soul, but for long aeons the situation
is reversed and the soul is the prisoner
of the personality. This dual bondage is
brought to an end by what is called the
ynal death, when the complete release
of the life aspect from the life of form
takes place. It should be borne in mind
also that the soul itself is of the nature of
form from the standpoint of the Monad,
though it is a form far subtler than any
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that we know in the three worlds of
human evolution. There is also a dual
renunciation referred to in these key
words, for yrst of all the soul renounces
the life and light of the Monad, its source
(symbolized by the words “the Father’s
home”), and descends into the ocean
of matter; then, reversing itself, the soul
renounces the life of form, the personal-
ity centre. The soul detaches itself (in
consciousness) from the Monad, the
One, and functions from its own centre,
making its own new and material at-
tachments. Then, upon the reversal of
the wheel, it proceeds to detach itself
from the personality and re-attach itself
in consciousness to the One Who sent
it forth. Such is the climaxing story of
Pisces. The Lords of Will and Sacriyce
come down into manifestation, sacriyc-
ing their high position and opportunities
upon the higher planes of manifestation
in order to redeem matter and raise the
lives by which it is informed (the lower

Key Word for the Disciple:

“| leave the Father’'s Home and turning back, | save.”

Soul-Light of Pisces:
The Light of the World.

This is the light, revealing the light of life itself. It ends forever the

darkness of matter.




Creative Hierarchies) to the status of
Themselves in so far as They constitute
the fourth Creative Hierarchy. This is
the subjective purpose, underlying the
sacriyce of these divine Lives Who are
ourselves essentially, Who are qualiyed
by knowledge, love and will, and ani-
mated by ceaseless persevering devo-
tion. They seek to bring about the death
of the form in its occult signiycance and
the consequent release of the indwelling
lives into a higher state of conscious-
ness. Of this process, all the world Sav-
iours—past, present and to come-are
the manifested symbols and the eternal
guarantees. Itis in such recognitions as
these that the mainspring to the life of
service must be sought. People born in
this sign are frequently to be found serv-
ing the race and ministering to its needs
upon some level of consciousness. Thus
they are prepared for the ynal sacriyce
in Pisces which “absorbs them back
into their originating Motive,” as the Old
Commentary expresses it. It is for this
reason that the life of service and the
directed intention to serve constitute a
scientiyc mode of achieving release. In
Aquarius, the sign of world service, the
lesson is ynally learned which produces
the world Saviour in Pisces. Hence my
constant emphasis upon service.

When the individual man enters upon
his cycle of incarnations, and emerges
in the sign Cancer, which is found in
the Cardinal Cross, he metaphorically
mounts the Mutable Cross and his long
term of imprisonment in form begins
and the lessons of servitude must be
learned. He goes on learning until he
has transformed servitude into service.
He alternates between the pairs of
opposites, both from the astral, emo-
tional angle and from the point of view
of the four arms of the Mutable Cross.
The fluid, sensitive temperament in
Pisces—mediumistic and psychically
polarised—must be stabilised in Virgo, in
which sign mental introspection and criti-
cal analysis become possible and serve
to arrest the puidity of Pisces. These
two signs balance each other. We might
study the dual process taking place upon
the wheel through the medium of the
Mutable Cross of which Pisces forms a
part in the following manner:

1. Pisces—Here the beginner upon the
way of life starts with a material receptiv-

ity which will enable him to respond to
all contacts in the cycle of manifestation.
He is, at this stage, negative, puid and
endowed with an instinctual conscious-
ness which contains within itself the po-
tentiality of the intuition. But the seed of
the intuition is dormant. The mind which
is the instrument of reception from the
intuition is, at this stage, unawakened.

2. Sagittarius—Here the ordinary man
begins to demonstrate a tendency to
become more focussed and the puidity
and negativity of Pisces become con-
centrated upon the attainment of that
which is desired. The man demonstrates
one-pointed selysh instincts and though
he may be, for instance, friendly and
kind, it is through a desire for popular-
ity. This is a good expression of the
individual Sagittarian subject and shows
also the tendency of the soul to turn all
evil eventually into good. The lessons of
life are being learned and experiment is
going on.

3. Virgo—In Virgo, the man who was
puid in Pisces and emotionally selysh
and full of desire in Sagittarius, begins
to focus still more intently and to reason
and think. The latent soul is becoming
interiorly active; a germination process
is proceeding; the hidden man is mak-
ing his presence felt. The intellect is
awakening and instinct—after passing
through the emotional stage—is being
transmuted into intellect.

4. Gemini—In the undeveloped man
or the average man, the experiences
undergone on three arms of the Mu-
table Cross have brought him to the
stage where the “dream of life” can be
changed into the recognition of the real-
ity, and the Great Illusion can be seen
as undesirable and untrue. The sense
of duality is, at this stage, instinctual but
becoming increasingly real and steadily
more complex. The man begins to
dream of stability, of ordered changes
and of union with that which he senses
to be the most real part of himself.
The mystical vision emerges into his
consciousness and he becomes aware
of the higher self through the yrst faint
pickerings of the intuition.

The experience upon the Mutable
Cross lasts a long time, and carries
the man always back again and again
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into the sphere of inpuence of Aries
which, through the ruling activity of the
yrst ray, both strengthens the will of
the man (no matter what his ray) and
ends cycle after cycle with the “word of
destruction.” Again and again, he enters
into the sign Pisces and ynds his way
around the great wheel until the experi-
ence of change and of mutability and
the establishing of the transmutation
process carry his consciousness from
the instinctual and intellectual stages to
the faint beginnings of the intuitive pro-
cesses in Gemini. Then comes a great
process of polarisation and a moment of
transference, after which the inpuence
of the Fixed Cross causes reversal and
the lessons gained upon the Mutable
Cross have to be worked out and the
effects demonstrated upon the Fixed
Cross. It must not be thought that, in
the early stages of unfoldment, experi-
ence is gained only through the Mutable
Cross. The man lives in and experiences
in all the signs, but the inpuences pour-
ing through the Mutable Cross have a
more potent effect upon him than those
pouring in the early stages through the
Fixed Cross. It is only when the soul is
becoming more alive within the form and
the man is aware of his duality that the
energies of the Fixed Cross supersede
in effectiveness those of the Mutable
Cross, just as after the third initiation the
energies of the Cardinal Cross begin to
control the man and are of more insis-
tent incentive than those of the other
two crosses.
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The Cat's Eye Nebula

Credit: NASA, ESA, HEIC, and
The Hubble Heritage Team (STScl/
AURA)



“' Discipleship

Pisces: Ruler—Pluto, Ray—1st

KEYNOTE:
Let the group stand with the New
Group of World Servers as a great
“army of implacable spiritual will”
in a time of decision.

The keynote for Pisces: “I leave the Fa-
ther’'s Home and turning back, | Save.”

Easter is the time to consider resur-
rection.

“An army of implacable spiritual will” in
a time of decision is exactly what we
must become as disciples of the Ageless
Wisdom right now. While we have plenty
of spiritual incentive from our Beloved
Masters of the Wisdom, Master M.
(Ray 1) and Master D.K. (Ray 2),
there is another one we haven't
heard so much about among our
peers, Master R. (Ray 7).

From Cosmic Fire, pg. 829. “Ini-
tiation is in the nature of a great
experiment which our planetary
Logos is making during this
round. In earlier and perhaps in
later rounds the whole process
will follow natural law. In this
round and on this chain, our
planetary Logos on His high
level is what is esoterically
called ‘sitting for yoga,’ and is
deynitely undergoing certain
processes of training in order
to stimulate His centers. This
fact is being taken advantage
of by the Hierarchy on Earth
to produce certain results in
the races under Their guid-
ance. The whole process is
optional, and a man may —if he
so choose - follow the normal
process, and take aeons of time
to effect what some are choos-
ing to do in a briefer period, through
a self-chosen forcing process.”

There is a book called Ashramic Pro-
jections in which the Master R. has

presented the following information for
disciples to Intuit for themselves:

“Now, at this time, during this cycle
into which we have barely moved in the
evolutionary process of our Logos, the
path of initiation is being recreated, al-
tered, changed to serve that tremendous
growth in consciousness which has been
realized within all of the center system
of the planetary life, consciousness and
affairs. The Planetary Logos, then, is im-
posing a new initiatory rhythm upon His
consciousness and its vehicles, upon
His own Life and affairs. In His embodied
response to that purpose toward which
He aspires and serves, from the central

A head-on collision between
two spiral galaxies, called the
Antennae galaxies.
Credit: Brad Whitmore (STScl)
and NASA

directing life of the planet itself, moves
a new impulse into the various centers
within the planetary life. At Shamballa
a new plan, a new evolutionary plan
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which more perfectly conveys the new
realization of purpose, is conceived,
having its relationship with all kingdoms
in nature. Within the Hierarchy this new
perception of The Plan is sought and
via united rhythmic creativity (what you
would call meditation), the members of
the Hierarchy bring the new realization
of purpose, the new concept of plan, into
a focus within Their respective Ashrams,
and a new note is sounded by the whole
of the Hierarchy in Its relationship with
humanity and through humanity, with the
lower kingdoms in nature.

“The evolutionary development of
humanity itself has moved into a closer
alignment, a closer relationship with the
whole of the Hierarchy, which makes
it possible for the various Ashrams to
focus a greater clarity through whatever
focal points are available to Them.

“Now, as the Hierarchy, in its own
united meditation effort endeavors to
respond to the new impulse, various
plans at that level, various agreements
at that level, are made and entered
into. The plan with which you are
concerned, which has to do with
the new Synthesis Ashram, is the
major effort. It constitutes the major
effort of the Hierarchy at this time.
In response to the new realiza-
tion of purpose achieved by the
Planetary Logos Himself, the First,
Second, and Seventh Ray Ashrams
in their entirety, have entered into
an agreement to form, through an
initiatory process carried out from
Hierarchical and Ashramic levels,
to synthesize their purpose, their
consciousness and activity — their
energy, force, and substance — in
such a way as to formulate via this
synthesis (and thus to create within
consciousness and substance) the
new path of initiation to be focused
via humanity into the planetary life
and affairs.

“Consider your own conscious-
ness, having achieved first an
awareness of group consciousness
and as a result of that achievement
having entered into a group initia-

tory effort. Consider, then, entering into
a synthesis of all stages of the evolution-
ary process as they are outpictured in
the world of affairs, as they are carried






